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“THE GIFT OF WORSHIP”

Worship is an amazing gift of God! It is an opportuni-
ty to tell God through our corporate and personal wor-
ship that we love God — that we love to sing praises to
His name — that we love to give Him our thanksgiving
— that we love to hear His Word read and proclaimed.
In short, we love to fulfill the

Shema, which is: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your might.” (Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37)
This is the Great Commandment. How do we then
love God? Through our worship of Him — both corpo-
rate and personal.

And yet many Christians have never really understood
the purpose of worship. What is our evidence? Many
Christians stay home on Sunday mornings. The wor-
ship of God is just not a priority in their lives. They
don’t like what the preacher preaches about. They ei-
ther don’t like hymns or they don’t like praise songs.
You name it, there is some kind of excuse.

But, worship for the Christians is take “center stage”
in our lives. We need to worship because it elevates us
from self-preoccupation to the worship and adoration
of God. It takes our eyes off ourselves and places them
on the One who is our Creator, Sustainer and Redeem-
er. The write of Hebrews gives us sound instruction on
the purpose of worship: “...and let us consider how to
stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all
the more as you see the day drawing

near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)

So why are we commanded to meet? Why go to
church? Pastor and author, Dr. Charles Stanley shares,
“The writer of Hebrews says it is to safeguard against
drifting. We are the body of Christ, and when we are
with other believers, we are doing what comes natu-
rally and what we will do for eternity — being together
in His presence. We make up the church, and togeth-
er we provide strength for one another through pray-
er, fellowship, and encouragement.

Enemy forces are always at work around us, seeking
to blow us off course. Sheer individual commitment
is really not enough to keep us in line. We need the
presence and accountability of other believers who
love us and are willing to laugh, cry, and check on
us....

As we listen to others recount God’s work in our lives,
something happens inside of us. We are spurred on
to faithfulness and to praising God for His goodness.
The accountability and encouragement found in
church anchor us against the tides that work to sweep
us away. To neglect the regular assembly of fellow
Christians is to miss out on this essential element in
the development of our faith.

Throughout the Bible, we find that one of God’s prin-
ciple desires is to have a close relationship with each
one of us. By becoming active in a local church, you
safeguard yourself against missing out on all that
God has for you. Your participation in a body of oth-
er believers safeguards your personal fellowship with
God. Remember, when you drift away from the fami-
ly of God, it is only a matter of time until you drift
away from fellowship with God.

Regular church attendance should never be viewed as
something you do to gain God’s merit. We are not
saved by good works. Instead it should provide the
catalyst for spiritual growth.” When you think of the
Christmas story, worship is “front and center.” The
angels praised God for the birth of the Messiah. The
shepherds bowed down in honor of the newborn Sav-
ior, and then led a “praise walk” (more like a dance)
back to their sheep. “The shepherds went back, glori-
fying and praising God for all that they had heard
and seen...” (Luke 2:20) Even Joseph and Mary
worshiped their infant son in a special way. Luke
2:19 says that, “Mary treasured all these things, pon-
dering them in her heart.” However, the wise men,
the Magi, are the ones we remember the most for the
way in which they worshipped the Christ child.

“After coming into the house the saw the Child with
Mary his mother; and they fell to the ground and wor-
shiped Him.

continue on pg.6



DEVOTIONAL ARTICLES

“HOW GOD SEES THE UNBELIEVER”

“Once you were dead, doomed forever because of your
many sins. You used to live just like the rest of the world,
Jfull of sin, obeying Satan, the mighty prince of the power
of the air. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those
who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way,
following the passions and desires of our evil nature. We
were born with an evil nature, and we were under God’s
anger just like everyone else. But God is so rich in mercy,
and He loved us so very much, that even while we were
dead because of our sins, He gave us life when He raised
Christ from the dead. (It is only by God'’s grace — special
favor that you have been saved!)

— Ephesians 2:1-5 (NLT)

God’s Word is always true, but it can be uncomfortable to
hear and confrontational to our beliefs. The truth of how
God sees unbelievers falls into this category. He sees un-
believers as . . .

Dead in their trespasses and sins. (Ephesians 2:1) As
newborn babies, we are physically alive but spiritually
dead. Spiritual death came to all generations through the
first Adam (Romans 5:12); spiritual life comes only
through Jesus, the “last Adam.”

(1 Corinthians 15:45)

Unable to grasp spiritual things. (1 Corinthians 2:14)
Those who are spiritually dead can’t perceive the things of
God. God’s truth cannot penetrate because their
“receiver,” or spirit, is dead within them.

Not belonging to the family of God. (John 1:12) Spiritual-
ly, there are only two families in the world: the family of
God and the family of Satan. (John 8:44) To be born into
God’s family means to have the new birth experience —
trusting in the atoning death of Jesus and receiving Him as
Savior.

Under God’s wrath. (Ephesians 2:3) Unbelievers, even
kind and loving ones, are under judgment. A sin-debt is
owed to God, and it cannot be paid by kind or loving acts
of service. Only by receiving Jesus’ payment for sin on
our behalf can we escape God’s wrath. (Romans 6:23)
Unbelievers are in grave danger, but most do not realize it.
The good news is that God’s offer of salvation through
Jesus Christ is still available. Have you reached out for
the hand of your Rescuer?

In Touch, Dr. Charles Stanley, December 2003

“AN ADOPTION STORY”

“But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of
a woman, subject to the law. God sent Him to buy free-
dom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could
adopt us as His very own children. And because You
Gentiles have become His children, God has sent the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, and now you can call
God your dear Father. Now you are no longer a slave
but God’s own child. And since you are His child, every-
thing He has belongs to you.” - Galatians 4:4-7

Adoption. The very word will cause an orphan’s heart to
swell with hope — the hope of belonging, sharing a com-
mon name, and receiving love. No wonder Paul used
such an engaging metaphor to illustrate the importance of
Jesus’ birth. The world was then and is still filled with
people desperate for the intimacy of Father and family.

New Testament writers used a lot of imagery about kin-
ship. For instance, they wrote about sons, heirs, and
brothers and sisters of Christ (Matthew 12:50; Galatians
4:7). The words remind readers that those who have re-
ceived Jesus as Savior are set apart. No longer are be-
lievers “sons of disobedience” or “children of wrath,”
but rather, they have been given a new name: “children
of God” (Ephesians 2:2-3; 1 John 3:1). And with that
distinction come special privileges, such as the right to
call upon the Father.

God loves every person ever created, but like any parent,
He offers His children ‘‘family only” benefits. He re-
sponds to their prayers (Luke 18:1-8). He provides for
their needs (Matthew 6:31-33). He holds a protective
hand over them (Proverbs 18:10). In a word, he is per-
fect. And this amazing Father desires to build a personal
relationship with each one who is willing to be part of
His family.

An orphanage is frequently a place of little hope, since
only a few kids receive adoption offers. Not so with
God. His family is open to all. The process is simple —
no forms to fill out and no waiting period. Believe that
Jesus Christ died for your sins, and choose to surrender
your life to His will. Welcome to the family!

In Touch, Dr. Charles Stanley, December 2008
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MAURMEIER FUNDRAISERS

Kroger and biggs cards now available with all
proceeds going to the Maurmeier fund.

These cards are refillable and each time they are filled
money goes to the fund.
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JENNJILL DESIGNS “‘
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mas line is currently available online, and this
is a great opportunity to do early Christmas

i} 30% of the purchase price will go directly to
s

t and your home. Products range from eReader

M
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g shopping and to help the Maurmeier family at
b

;q: ness. All orders made with the coupon code

| "cancerhelp” will receive free shipping, and

%: the Maurmeiers to help with their medical

hq bills and other expenses. JenndJill Designs pro-
3} vides unique handcrafted accessories for you

;‘:: and Tablet covers, to fine art vases and bowls,

j to beaded jewelry, to personalized Christmas

jj ornaments. The Jenndill Designs 2011 Christ-
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b the same time. Orders can be made online

M (www.JennJillDesigns.com) or by contacting

S

S
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Jennifer: (513.807.0730). When ordering
online, enter the

b@a@a@a@a@a@a@a@a@a@

Monetary donations are welcome and
can be made thru the church with checks
made payable to Cheviot United Method-

Donations can be made to the
Maurmeier fund at any time at any
branch of 53" bank.
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This has been in simple terms an ordeal of epic pro-
portions for each of us. It is with a grateful hearts that
we can say that we have been surrounded daily
with the love and prayers of friends, family and fellow
believers. We cannot adequately put intfo words
how much this has and continues to mean to each
of us and the strength it gives us to face each day.
While sifting through (with the help of many friends)
one of the many boxes of “important” and
“necessary” stuff that has been cluttering our house.
| did find this letter that no doubt was submitted for
the benefit walk that was held for Jim during that
crisis. Sometimes when we get things right, there is no
need to try to re-work or re-word it in an effort to up-
date or to “jazz" it up. | think it sums up how we feel
today as close as words can possibly come. Blessings
to each of you...and thanks.

Deor Fiend:

Jim and 1 are privleged to toke tis opportunity 1o thank you for your
parficipation in today's event,

On April 23, 2001, Jim was given a new lease on life, and we, s @ family,
were given a chance to view the future with renewed opfimism.

Throughout our lives, and perficulary during the st fwo years, we have been
blessed in o many ways. God hos confinually made Himself evident as we
have deatt with Jim's iinsss. Someday, it our wish that we would be able fo
snare some of the wonderful stories and experiences we have collected,

Words fal to adequately express our appreciafion for those who have
extended themselves on our behal. It would be impossivle fo mention the
name of each person who hos fouched our ives during this fime. So many
have blessed us with ther fiendship, suppor, tlent and most importanty
have confinually ftedt Jim and our family up in prayer. Each of you have
ployed a fremendous role in our mitacle and in our recovery.
Again, we want o offer our thanks fo each of you for your parficipafion
today. We ore blessed by your presence and by your generosity, May God,
WhO I 0 good, quide, bless and keep you.

Jm, Jen and boys


http://www.jennjilldesigns.com/
http://www.JennJillDesigns.com
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We Have A New Tree On Our

Church Campus,

We have replaced the Purple Beech tree, that
died this spring, with a multi-trunk Betula
nigra “Heritage” River Birch. This will be a
large 60’tall by 40" wide shade tree that thrives
in the moist soil that we have in the front yard
of the church. It is used as a specimen focal
point tree.

In summery, this is a strong exfoliating orange
-gray-lavender barked multi trunked orna-
mental tree. The twigs are cinnamon colored
and the foliage is bicolored and flutters in the
breeze.

For additional information go to the web site

listed below.
http://hcs.osu.edu/hcs/tmi/plantlist/be nigra.html

4 \, A BIG THANKYOU

c == 1i(i{P¥ from the Evangelism Committee
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Trunk to everyone who helped in any

or Treat way with the Trunk or Treat on
Oct. 29. It was a beautiful, fun

night with over 300 little trunk or treaters in
our parking lot. We think with all the adults
we had close to 700 people. We could not do
it without your generous donations of candy,
hot dogs, buns, cookies, cash and so many
other things. Also, thanks to all those who
came with their trunks and handed out can-
dy. I believe on that night we
fulfilled our mission to share the love of Jesus
in a practical way with our neighbors and
friends. What a blessing to be part of this
church family!
Gail Jones, Chairman

United Methodist Volunteers In Mission
West Ohic Conference
Mexice Medical Mission Team Repoxt
Uugust, 2011 Paxt 111

We had many generous donations. We were
given $4,450 in monetary donations. This
helped tremendously in covering the base
cost for the mission of $3,500, which is
used to purchase our prescription medica-
tions in Mexico. In addition, we purchased
supplies, over-the-counter medications in-
cluding vitamins, Tylenol, Zantac and other
necessary medications as well as our shop
vac for cleaning, rice and beams for the
Iglesia El Buen Pastor. We spent the money
on new chart covers, coping our new chart
inserts, bins for the supplies, and numer-
ous other items. We bought thermometers
and covers, rubber gloves for the use in the
clinic. We had a donation of 6,065 vitamins
from the Cheviot United Methodist Church
from their collection for the mission.

Our student nurses from Columbus State
proved to be over achievers this year. When
they found it was their responsibility to
help with donations, they set to work, they
collected a total of $335 in gift cards and in
-kind donations from Target, Wal-Mart,
Meijer, Drug Mart, and the Dollar Tree.
These helped tremendously with the needs,
mostly over-the-counter medications in the
clinic. Congratulations to the students!

We were all very glad to see how well the
mission went, we were very pleased with
the new mission site and look forward to
watching it blossom in the future.

Thank you for your support and to The
West Ohio Conference for making it possi-
ble for all of us to honor God with our ser-
vice.

Martha Brice


http://hcs.osu.edu/hcs/tmi/plantlist/be_nigra.html
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Prayers
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Our prayers and sympathies are with the families
and friends of Bettylou Smith who passed away
October 31, 2011.
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Cheviot United Methodist Church
CENTENNIAL

SAVE THESE DATES:
APRIL 21-22, 2012

To celebrate the centennial of the Cheviot
United Methodist Church, we will have a dinner
for the congregation, along with past members,
on Saturday, April 21, 2012.

On Sunday, April 22, our District Superinten-
dent, Brian Brown, will be here to celebrate
special Church Services with us.

Check the Crossbeams and bulletins for future
announcements

The following persons have been lifted in prayer. Please
continue to pray for them.

Dotty Meyer I Bo Miller
Betty Kareth i Chip Fasion
Jim Maurmeier

Wilma Craig

Karen Colon

Dr. Courtney Roberts
Diane Hlavaty
Frank Kresser

& please notify the church office when you know of
someone is ill or in the hospital. The Pastors would
like to minister to them . Thank you.

Card Ministry

Do you know someone who could benefit from a card or
note? Please contact Carolyn St. John at 451-0535 or
email at cjstjohn5@hotmail.com if you would like a
card or note mailed on behalf of CUMC and our church
family.

Contact Information for Crossbeams:
Juanita Woodburn
cheviotumc3820@aol.com
Please be sure to state “Crossbeams”
in the subject line of your email.

MILITARY

Charles New
Daniel Robinson

CUMC STAFF CONTACT INFO

CheviotUmcJW@aol.com
(Church Office Email)

Correspondence with Juanita Woodburn, Secretary

CheviotUmc3820@aol.com
(Church Information & Prayer Requests )

CheviotUmcCJ@aol.com
(Pastor Craig Jones)

CheviotUmcLS@aol.com
(Lois Schalk-Hartley, Associate Pastor)

CheviotUmctrustees@fuse.net
(Trustee Committee)
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PRESENTS THE CHRISTMAS SEASON and
GOD IS WITH US NEW YEAR®S DAY

Festiva ’Choir and A Festival of Carols & Christmas Eve Candlelight Services — Saturday —

Orchestra . _December 24
. Classics | 4:30 PM — Contemporary (Fellowship Hall)
With Chamber Orchestra i

11 PM — Sanctuary - Music begins at 10:40 PM
Sunday, December 18, 2011
4:30 PM Christmas Day — Service of Scripture and

Please j oin us! Christmas Carols ~ 10:20 AM- Sanctuary

New Year’s Day 10:20 AM - Sanctuary

continued from pg.1

WESTFED FOOD PANTRY

. . Monthly needs: 120 Boxes Crackers
”» H
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 120 Tubes Toothpaste, Large Paper Gro-

In each of these instances, worship presented itself in cery Bags

different forms: praise — bowing down — glorifying This year wedre seen another i

and praising God — pondering — falling to the ground ilies seeking assistance from Westfed. Basic food
— worshipping — and presenting gifts. and toiletry items are distributed by church and
community volunteers twice each month from the
Grace Lutheran Church location. The pantry serves

the 45211 and 45238 zip codes.

Then, opening their treasures, they presented to him

This Christmas what will you do to truly worship Je-
sus? What form will your worship take? What gift
will your bring?

. . . Please check expiration dates on cans and boxes
Jesus came to give you Himself. He is without any P

before placing them in the baskets outside Werner
question the greatest gift you will ever receive! This Lounge. Westfed cannot accept over  -the -counter
Christmas receive Jesus afresh in your heart and life, drugs. Cash/checks may be placed in Westfed of-
fering envelopes available in the pews and at the

because the greatest gift that you can give Him, is to
Welcome Centers.

give Him your heart!
Thank you for supporting this community outreach
project!

s t the place where “giving and receivi
s st | “GONUNION SCHEDULE

Craig

Have a very merry and truly blessed Christmas!

2011

December 4

2012

January 8
February 5
February 22 (Ash Wednesday)
March 4
April 1
May 6
June 3




BIRTHDAY TO..

72)7  Narcy Moty

72/8  Mavy St
72/9  Derreis Meyer
7217 Clara Cuwen

72/72  Fat Francis
Geavge Witliamsorn

72/17  Gim Fvelis

72/78  Grace Mevand

72/20 Beveuly Coey

72/27  Denris Frarcis

72/24  Jasan Mitlex
72/25 (dam Cacy
72/27  Fuert MeGinnis
72/28  Jacol Halusel

72/29 Linda Gonzales

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO ..

12/3 Mark Woodward & Vicki Groh
12/5 Tim & Julie Krebs

12/9 William & Ann Halusek Jr.
12/18Walt & Paula Long
12/19Mike & Kim Skeen

12/27Chuck & Jan Cummings

12/28Doug & Vicki Johnston
12/29Troy & Jenn Daum
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10:20 AM Sunday School 6:30 PM N&MC
11:15 AM Adult Bells Comm. Mtg.

11:20 AM Contemporary 7:00 PM Education
Wors. SVC. Comm. Mtg.

4:15 PM Youth Bells 7:00 PM -9:00 PM
4:45 PM Youth Choir Mercy Group

5:15 PM YogaClass -F.H. [7:00 PM Trustee
Committee Mtg.
11 12

10:20 AM Sunday School
11:15 AM Adult Bells
11:20 AM Contemporary

7:00 PM Evange-
lism Comm. Mtg.
7:00 PM -9:00 PM

Wors. SVC. Mercy Group

4:15 PM Youth Bells 7:00 PMVIM

4:45 PM Youth Choir Comm Mtg.

5:15 PM Yoga Class -F.H.
19
7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Mercy Group
7:00 PM Tradition-
al Wors. Svc.

CUMYF Cookie Sale

10:20 AM Sunday School

11:15 AM Adult Bells

11:20 AM Contemporary

Wors. SVC.

4:15 PM Youth Bells

4:30 PM Festival Choir &

Orchestra Cantata

4:45 PM Youth Choir

6:00 PM -8:00 PM CUMYF

Christmas Party

25 26
7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Mercy Group

Christmas Day
10:20 AM Combined
Worship Svc.

6

6:00 PM -7:30 PM
Daisy Troup

7:00 PM Preschool
Board Mtg.

7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Women's Bible
Study

13

6:15 PM - 7:45 PM
Daisy Troup

7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Women's Bible
Study

20

6:00 PM -7:30 PM
Daisy Troup

7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Women's Bible
Study

27

7:00 PM -9:00 PM
Women's Bible
Study

7

10:00 AM Bible
Study

1:00 PM -2:00 PM
Senior Adult Yoga
Class

7:00 PM Choir
7:00 PM Choiris-
ters

7:00 PM Vital
Christianity Sm
Group

14

10:00 AM Bible
Study

1:00 PM -2:00 PM
Senior Adult Yoga
Class

7:00 PM Choir
7:00 PM Choiris-
ters

7:00 PM Vital
Christianity Sm
Group

21

10:00 AM Bible
Study

1:00 PM -2:00 PM
Senior Adult Yoga
Class

7:00 PM Choir
7:00 PM Choiris-
ters

7:00 PM Vital
Christianity Sm
Group

28

10:00 AM Bible
Study

1:00 PM -2:00 PM
Senior Adult Yoga
Class

7:00 PM Vital
Christianity Sm
Group

1 2

7:00 PM Praise Set Up for

Team Practice Christmas
Celebration

8 9

7:00 PM Praise 4:00 PM -

Team Practice 11:00 PM
Peggy Paff -
Kit./F.H.

15 16

7:00 PM Praise 12:30 PM

Team Practice S.A.M Lunch-
eon 55+

22 23

7:00 PM Mitford

Small Group

7:00 PM Praise

Team Practice

29 30

8:00 AM Men's Bible

Study

5-8:00 PM CumMC
CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION

10
8:00 AM Men's Bible
Study

17

8:00 AM Men's Bible
Study

4:00 PM -9:00 PM
Grosse Family Christ-
mas Party F.H.

N
~

CHRISTMAS EVI

4:30 PM FAMILY
CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE

11:00 PM CANDLE
LIGHT SERVICE

31



"She wrapped him in cloths

and placed him in a manger,

because there was no room

for them in the inn.”
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Cheviot United Methodist Church PAID
3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. Cincinnati, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211-2597 Permit. No. 2775
(513) 662-2048

Craig Jones, Senior Pastor
Lois Schalk, Associate Pastor

Address Service Requested

Pray for Peace

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:20 A.M.
Traditional Worship

10:20 A.M.
Sunday School (All Ages)

11:20 A.M.
Contemporary Worship

Worship with us!

Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”

“The mission of Cheviot United Methodist

December 2011 www.cheviotumc.org
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