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 CROSSBEAMS 
            A Monthly Newsletter for Cheviot United Methodist Church 

PASTOR’S LETTER 
REV. CRAIG JONES 

 
 
 

“Try a Little Kindness” 
 

     One thing this old world needs is a little more 
kindness.  As I observe humanity, I am amazed at 
how kind some people are.  I’m also amazed at how 
unkind some people can be.   
 
     Kindness is defined, “of a friendly, generous, 
benevolent, or gentle nature” – “showing friendli-
ness, affection, or consideration.”  The Bible says 
that “kindness” is a “fruit of the Spirit.”  This means 
that when the Spirit of Jesus Christ lives within us, 
the natural result of “living in the Spirit” will be that 
we will be kind in our speech toward others, that we 
will give people the benefit of the doubt, that we will 
“do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” 
 
     In another translation of The Golden Rule, found 
in Matthew 7:12, it says this, “In everything, there-
fore, treat people the same way you want them to 
treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.”  
Commenting on this verse, Dr. Charles Stanley, 
adds, “If we want to be treated kindly, we must 
treat others with kindness.  If we want to be given 
the benefit of the doubt, we must give others the 
benefit of the doubt.  If we want good things for 
us, we must want good things for others.” 
 
     Luci Swindoll, the sister of pastor and author, 
Chuck Swindoll, says it best: “Be nice to one an-
other, just be nice.  Say nice things to one another.” 
 
     It’s time to make New Year’s resolutions for 
2010.  Let me suggest that each of us puts 
“kindness” at that head of our list.  I love the sign 
that Dr. Harry Evans of Trinity College in Deerfield, 
Illinois, has in his office: “KINDNESS SPOKEN 
HERE.” 
 

     See you at the place Sunday where we “speak 
and show kindness” to one another! 
 
     Pastor Craig  
 
 

“The Pattern for Powerful Prayer” 
Colossians 1:9-14 

 
     There are times when we are at a loss for words when 
we go before our heavenly Father.  We want to pray, but 
we don’t know what to say. 
 
     In his letter to the Colossians, Paul outlined six re-
quests that we can make which will push us closer to God 
and understand more of what He wants to do with our 
lives. 
 
     Be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. (v. 9)  Asking God for direc-
tion is something we must always keep at the forefront of 
our prayers. 
 
     Walk worthy of the Lord. (V. 10)  We all need the 
Holy Spirit to remind us if our lives are reflecting the 
beauty and love that God has poured into us.  And hold-
ing ourselves accountable before the Lord is the best 
place to start. 
 
     Bear fruit in every good work.  (v. 10)  We always 
want to produce results, and by asking God for this, we 
see if our life investments are paying dividends in the 
lives of others. 
 
     Increase in the knowledge of God.  (v. 10)  Not until 
God totally transforms us into His image in heaven are we 
complete.  We can always learn more about Him. 
 
     Be strengthened with all power according to His glori-
ous might.  (v. 11) 
 
     Give thanks to the Father.  (v. 12)  Walking in the atti-
tude of thanksgiving before God keeps us humble and 
reminds us who is our provider. 
 
     “Pray for great things, expect great things, work for 
great things, but above all, pray.” – R. A. Torrey 
                 - Dr. Charles Stanley, In Touch, January 2001 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
“The Blessings of Our Inadequacy” 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 
 

     As we press past all our fears of being inadequate to 
fulfill the call of God has on our lives, we begin to see 
the full blessing that comes with accepting our inade-
quacies. 
 
     Paul writes, “Not that we are adequate in ourselves 
to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our 
adequacy is from God.” (2 Corinthians 3:5) 
 
     Here are some blessings from recognizing our in-
adequacies: 
 
     They drive us to God.  If we are self-sufficient in all 
things, we may not seek the Lord’s guidance in certain 
areas where His ways may be better and more effective 
than our ideas. 
 
     They relieve us of the burden of trying to do the will 
of God in our own strength.  The burden rests upon 
Him.     They force us to live our lives and do His work 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
     They provide God the opportunity to demonstrate 
what great things He can do with so little.  We know 
we are incapable – and that He is capable of all. 
 
     They free God to use us to the maximum of our po-
tential.  We stop trying to interject our own contribu-
tions, giving all of who we are for His purposes. 
 
     They allow God to receive the full glory for His 
work.  If we know He is responsible, we will point to 
Him. 
 
     They enable us to walk in contentment and quietness 
of spirit.  Nothing is more satisfying than seeking God 
use our willingness to advance His kingdom. 
 
     “Salvation is just the beginning of what God wants 
to do for you.” – George Sweeting 
                      - Dr. Charles Stanley, In Touch, 2001 
 

 

2009 Conference Apportionments Paid! 
 

Dec. 2, 2009 
 
“Dear Rev. Jones, 
 
     Bless you and the people of Cheviot United 
Methodist Church for your faithfulness in con-
tributing 100% of your 2009 conference appor-
tionments. You fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
sheltered the homeless, and visited the prisoners 
(Matthew 25:31-40) You put hands and feet to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ across Ohio and around 
the world. Thank you for your love that casts out 
fear amid a recession. May the Lord continue to 
bless your ministry. 
R. Stanley Sutton, Conference Treasurer” 
 
Dedication of 2010 Church Leaders 
 

“Church Leaders to Be Consecrated” 
 

     All Church leaders of Cheviot United Methodist 
Church will be consecrated on Sunday, January 10, 
2010.  This consecration will take place in each of 
our worship celebrations at 9:20 and 11:20 a.m..  If 
you are on the Administrative Council or any com-
mittee or work area, you will be consecrated as a 
church leader on this day.   
 
 

Prayer Request Cards 
 

“Prayer Request Cards” 
 

     We have new Prayer Request Cards!  They will 
be placed in the pews beginning in January. The pas-
tors will review the prayer cards for purposes of con-
fidentiality, and then when appropriate, share these 
“prayer requests” with prayer groups within the 
church.  
 

“Monthly Mission Offering – January 24” 
 

     Our Monthly Mission Offering in January will go 
toward our Needy Family Fund.  Your offerings will 
go to help people here in the community and in our 
church family.  Our Monthly Mission Offering will 
be received on the fourth Sunday of the month, 
which is January 24. 
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The Road to Westfed 
 
Although the Westfed Pantry is open only 
twice a month, it takes many volunteer hours 
to collect donated items, shop, and pack gro-
cery bags for distribution. Each member 
church is assigned specific items to provide 
for the month. When CUMC’s baskets are 
short of needed items, your cash donations 
supplement additional purchases. 
During the second half of 2009, we packed 
bags for 80 families every month. 
When you read the “Westfed Needs” in the 
bulletin for January (crackers, toothpaste) -- 
this means CUMC’s goal is to provide 80 
boxes of crackers and 80 tubes of toothpaste. 
Sometimes there are extras left from the pre-
vious month on pantry shelves, but more of-
ten, the shelf is bare. When CUMC (or any 
other church) falls short in donations, the 
Westfed Pantry community cash donations 
help fill the gap. This year, that gap was 
$350/month. After inventorying shelves on 
packing day, representatives shop for addi-
tional items and are reimbursed by the West-
fed Treasurer. 
Due to increased cash donations from the 
community in 2009, each family was given a 
$10 Kroger gift card designated for a meat 
purchase at Thanksgiving and at Christmas. 
This had not been possible the previous year. 
For these two holidays, a third bag of sea-
sonal grocery items was also provided. 
CUMC’s Thanksgiving food frenzy bags pro-
vided 47 cans of pumpkin, 83 bars of soap, 
67 cans of tuna, 59 cake mixes, 52 boxes of 
crackers, and 83 boxes of jello.  
The pantry serves families in zip codes 45211 
and 45238 on the third and fourth Thursdays 
of the month. Families may come either day, 
but only once a month. Supplies are limited 
and this year has seen a large increase in 
new families seeking help. If you’d like to visit 
the pantry for a firsthand look at your dona-
tions in action, please call me. 
 
Sue Kindervater (353-1629) 
CUMC Westfed Representative 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
Westfed needs through Jan. 10: 
Crackers & Toothpaste. 
After Jan. 10: Peanut Butter, Jelly, 
Bars of Soap. 
Cash/checks may be put in Westfed 

envelopes found on the Worship Tables and in 
pew pockets. 
Cash donations 1/1/09 - 12/12/09: $488.50 
 
Thank you for your support of this outreach 
program. 
 

SENIOR ADULTS AGES 55+ (S.A.M.) 
SAM Luncheon will host program from Green 
Township Historical Assoc. 
Plan now to attend the Friday, January 15th pro-
gram, 12:30 PM at Cheviot UMC. The president 
of Green Township Historical Association will be 
with us to talk about the famous and infamous 
characters of the past Green township and 
Cheviot scene. 
He will be very interesting and informative.  
Our luncheon will still be $8 and is open to all 
seniors 55 or over. Invite your friends and plan 
to attend. 
 

Robert Rogers Coming to Cheviot UMC, 
Sunday, February 21st. 

 
Robert Rogers experienced a tragedy of Biblical 
proportions when he lost his wife and all four 
children in a flash flood in Kansas in 2003. 
Through his strong faith in God Robert rose 
above the adversity and has shared his compel-
ling story with ABC, CBS, CNN and with other 
groups. 
Robert will be coming to share his story with us 
in morning worship at both services on Sunday 
morning as well as on Sunday evening at 7 PM  
Robert is an accomplished worship leader, pian-
ist and songwriter. He has written his life story 
entitled, "Into the Deep". He comes highly rec-
ommended with a tremendous ability to share 
his story and lead us to greater spiritual depth 
during the Lenten season. Plan now to be here 
and tell your friends about his coming! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
CHEVIOT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CHURCH OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, AND WORK AREAS FOR 2010 
(All new members for 2010 and following are in bold print) 

Sr. Pastor – Craig D. Jones 
Associate Pastor – Lois Schalk-Hartley 

Administrative Council 
POSITION                     PERSON                                  TERM EXPIRES 

AD COUNCIL CHAIR JOE HOFF 2010 

AD COUNCIL SECRETARY JUANITA WOODBURN (EX-OFFICIO) 

CHEVIOT CIVIC ASSOCIATE REP JEFF BECKER 2012 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CHAIR JAYNE LASH 2010 

CUMYF PRESIDENT ASHLEY ST. JOHN 2010 

EVANGELISM CHAIR GAIL JONES 2010 

FINANCE CHAIR TOM KINDERVATER 2010 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY BOBBI OSTERMEYER 2011 

LAY LEADER MARTHA BRICE 2012 

MARKETING DIRECTOR AMY MORAND 2010 

MEMBER TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE CHARLES SPARENBERG 2012 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARIES LYNN KREBS/PAULA LONG 2011 

NURTURE & MEMBERSHIP CARE CHAIR LOIS SCHALK-HARTLEY 2010 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE CHAIR ANNA SMITH/CHIP CUMMINGS 2011 

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR PAULA LONG (EX-OFFICIO) 

SPECIAL PROJECT COMMITTEE DICK BECKER 2010 

STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS CHAIR JASON WESSEL 2012 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPT MISSY WITTICH 2012 

TREASURER BILL CRAIG 2010 

TRUSTEE CHAIR TO BE ELECTED IN JANUARY 2011 

VIM CHAIR JEFF BECKER 2011 

WORSHIP CHAIR (TRADITIONAL SVC) JAN MODE 2010 

WORSHIP CHAIR (CONTEMPORARY SVC)) GLEN LASH 2011 

YOUTH COORDINATORS CATHY DAVIS/BECKY GROSSE 2010 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
 AT-LARGE MEMBERS-AD COUNCIL 
LINDA BENKEN  
JAN CUMMINGS  
SUE DUEBBER 
WES NEAL 
PAM OUTT 
 
 
 
Investment Committee (Sub-Committee of Finance) 
(meets as needed) 
Larry Benken                     Charles Sparenberg 
Bill Craig                           Michael St. John 
Chair – (TO BE DETERMINED) 
(Joe Hoff: Account Consultant – non-voting member) 
 
 
 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee  
2012                                         2011                                   2010 
Mary Painter-Romanello Carol Becker   Kathy Reeme 
Charles Sparenberg Vicki Groh   Jack Sunday 
Jason Wessel, Chair Janice Marsh    
 Jim Nose 
 
Also a member of SPRC by virtue of their position: 
Charles Sparenberg – Lay Delegate to Annual Conference 
 
 
 
Trustees: (elect their chairperson the first meeting in January) 
2012                                      2011                                 2010 
Phil Brice Gary Mohr Jeff Becker 
Mark Schummer Lynn Smith Joe Grosse 
Gerald Simmons          Wayne Smith 
Jeff Wilde 
 
(Lynn Krebs, Bill Hauser, Danielle Wilde, and Pete Wade – Ex-officio members) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
 Memorial Committee (Sub-committee to the Trustees) 
Karen Meiners (Chr.)      Dotty Meyer     Nancy Phillips    Betty Young 
 
 
 
Lay Leadership Committee (Nominations) Pastor Craig D. Jones (Chr.) 

2012                                        2011                              2010 
Betty Griesmeyer                         Linda Hinds                         Cheryl Wilde 
Lois Johannes                              Nancy Phillips                      Janice Marsh 
Janet Koehler   
Jan Mode 
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference 
Henry Arnold 
 
 
 

WORK AREAS 
(Other members added to work areas as they volunteer.) 

 
Education: Jayne Lash, Chr. 2010 
All Church School teachers are members of this work area. 
Sunday School Superintendent – Missy Wittich 
Amy Morand 
Becky Grosse 
Cathy Davis 
 
 
 
Evangelism: Gail Jones, Chr. – 2010 
Tony Case                    Vicki Mazza 
Paula Long                    Sandy Williamson 
 
 
 
Nurture & Member Care: Lois Schalk-Hartley, (Staff), Chr. 
Gary Black                     Fran Koch                     Emily Smith 
Theresa Black                Marilyn Pepple   Julie Struckman 
Charles Cummings        Joan Schlensker             Cheryl Wilde 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
 
Local Mission Outreach:  Anna Smith, Chr. – 2011 
Diane Arnold                   Kelly Kremer             Jen Maurmeier 
Peggy Cummings             Sue Kindervater        Carolyn St. John 
Chip Cummings 
 
(Chip Cummings – Administrative Council Representative) 
 
 
 
Volunteers in Mission: Jeff Becker, Chr. - 2011 
Becky Grosse                 Jayne Lash        Lynn Smith 
Katie Grosse                  Peggy Paff 
 
 
 
Traditional Worship Committee:  Jan Mode, Chr. – 2010 
Dick Becker                     Annette Nose  Mary Ann Sparenberg 
Pat Francis       Jim Nose   Kim Sparenberg-Chaille 
Wes Neal 
 
Members of Traditional Worship Committee by virtue of their office: 
Carol Gangwer: Choir Director 
Craig Jones: Sr. Pastor 
Marcia Lucas: Bell Choir Director 
Lois Schalk-Hartley: Associate Pastor 
Anne Schummer: Choir/Bell Choir Director 
 
 
 
Contemporary Worship Committee:  Glen Lash, Chr. – 2011 
Naomi Case  Lynn Krebs  Barbie Schwab 
Jenn Daum                Amy Morand  Amanda Westphal 
Gary Krebs                 Dennis Morand  Becky Grosse 
 
Members of Contemporary Worship Committee by virtue of their office: 
Craig Jones, Sr. Pastor              Lois Schalk-Hartley, Associate Pastor 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS 
 Finance & Stewardship Committee: Tom Kindervater, Chr. – 2010 
Members by virtue of their office: 
Investment Chair: (to be determined) 
Chair of Administrative Council: Joe Hoff 
Rep. from Trustees: (Chair of Trustees T/B/A) 
Staff/Pastor Parish Chair Jason Wessel 
Lay Leader: Martha Brice 
Financial Secretary: Bobbi Ostermeyer 
Pastor: Craig D. Jones 
Treasurer: Bill Craig 
Special Project Committee Chair: Dick Becker 
At-large: Nick Hinds, Pete Reeme 
 
 
 
Special Project Committee: Dick Becker, Chr. – 2010 
Bob Gangwer             Marcia Lucas                       Emily Smith 
Becky Grosse             Dennis Morand                    Lois Schalk-Hartley 
Lynn Krebs 
 
 
 
Externally Focused Church Task Force: (New Team) 
Jeff Becker  John Hrzic  Jim Nose 
Martha Brice  Jim Mazza  Kathy Reeme 
Steve Fitzgerald Amy Morand 
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CHURCH FLOWER ORDERS  
 

Contact Jenn Daum to place flower or-
ders. We have the Altar and Flower Stands 
available. Reminder: the cost of a flower or-
der is $20.00. 
CUMCFlowers@aol.com or call: 574-2374 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR  
CHURCH FAMILY 

 
The words Thank you seem inadequate 
to express our appreciation for all the 
cards, heartfelt words, phone calls, deli-
cious meal, and visits during the time of 
mom's illness and passing. Gary and I 
were able to care for mom in our home 
with some assistance. This was a won-
derful experience for us. Mom loved the 
church. The outpouring of support has 
touched us. What would we do without 
our church family? Thank you to those 
who participated in mom's funeral ser-
vice, it was just beautiful and personal 
for mom. 
Always in Christ, 
Nancy and Gary Mohr for  
Eleanor Greenwell 

 
 
 

 
 

PRAYERS...PRAISE...NEWS 
The following persons have been lifted in prayer. 
Please continue to pray for them.  

h Peggy Paff 
h Alice Portune 
h Paul Meiners 
h Harry Helper 
h Elwood Black 
h Joey Fisher 
h Gail Jones 

h Gary & Laura Francis’  
Baby, Dominic  

h Robert Lash 
h  Evelyn Schuch 
h Carol Gangwer 
 

 
 
Do you know someone who could benefit from a card or 
note?  Please contact Carolyn St. John at 451-0535 or 
via email at cjstjohn@msn.com if you would like a card 

              Contact Information for Crossbeams: 
Juanita Woodburn 

cheviotumc3820@aol.com 
Please be sure to state “Crossbeams” 

 in the subject line of your email. 

CUMC STAFF CONTACT INFO 
 

CheviotUmcJW@aol.com  
(Church Office Email) 

For Correspondence with Juanita Woodburn, 
Secretary 

 
CheviotUmc3820@aol.com  

(Church Information & Prayer Requests ) 
 

CheviotUmcCJ@aol.com  
(Pastor Craig Jones) 

 
CheviotUmcLS@aol.com  

(Lois Schalk-Hartley, Associate Pastor) 
 

CheviotUmcLK@aol.com 
(Lynn Krebs) 
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   HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO… 
1/01 Gail Jones 
 

1/02 Evelyn Schuch 
 Nathaniel Black 
 

1/06 Sue Edmisten 
 Jan Mode 
 Mary Paff 
 Kyle Davis 
 

1/07 Alyssa Engle 
 

1/09 Tanner Hinds 
 Samantha Hinds 
 

1/10 Ron Buermeier 
 

1/11 Josh Grogan 
 

1/12 Pete Wade 
 Amy Halusek 
 

1/14 Ruth Moore 
 

1/15 Peggy Bepler 
 

1/16 Karen Ruberg 
 

1/17 Ruthie Rogers 
 

  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO …  

1/18 Jack Paff 
 

1/20 Todd Halusek 
 

1/21 Jim Wilde 
 

1/23 Jack Sunday 
 

1/24 Craig Jones 
 Juanita Woodburn 
 Linda Specker 
 

1/25 Zach Maurmeier 
 

1/26 Howard Boettcher 
 Jan Cummings 
 Steve Cooper 
 

1/27 Linda Hartmann 
 Debbie Callahan 
 Sandy Hauser 
 

1/28 Estelle Reisinger 
 Ken Meiners 
 

1/30 Missy Wittich 
 

1/31 Myrna Scheurer 
 Pam Outt 

 
 
 
 

 
 
1/3  Bill and Wilma Craig 
 
1/30  Ralph and Bea Hall 
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CROSSBEAMS 
Cheviot United Methodist Church 
3820 Westwood Northern Blvd. 
Cincinnati, Ohio  45211-2597 
(513) 662-2048 
Craig Jones, Senior Pastor 
Lois Schalk-Hartley, Associate Pastor 

 
 
 

                                                                                             
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:20 A.M. 

Traditional Worship 
                               

10:20 A.M.  
Sunday School (All Ages) 

         

11:20 A.M. 
Contemporary Worship 

“The mission of Cheviot United Methodist 
Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.” 

Address Service Requested 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

www.cheviotumc.org JANUARY 2010 

Worship with us! 

Pray for Peace 


